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INTRODUCTION

It is the policy of Congress that each State educational agency shall ensure that each child of a homeless
individual and each homeless youth have equal access to the same free, appropriate public education,
including preschool education, as provided to other children and youth. Homeless children and youth
should have access to educational and other services that they need to ensure that they have an
opportunity to meet the same challenging State student academic achievement standards to which all
are held.

The office is presently the Education of Homeless Children and Youth Program (EHCYP), under the
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education. The office identifies and alleviates barriers that impact
homeless children and youth. The mission of the EHCYP is to ensure free, appropriate, public
educational opportunities for homeless children and youth, to provide technical assistance to school,
shelters and the community as well as to heighten awareness of homeless issues.

The following objectives will be implemented by the EHCYP:

e Develop and carry-out the McKinney Vento Homeless Assistance Act State Plan;

e Gather valid, reliable and comprehensive data regarding the issues facing homeless children and
youth;

e Assist in identifying, tracking and monitoring homeless children and youth in collaboration with
the Community Partnership, local educational agencies (LEA), shelters/transitional living
facilities for homeless and other agencies;

® Provide homeless parents with information and procedures needed for enroliment into school,
_including but not limited to boundary information, immunization, transportation, educational
support services, and residency verification;

e Accept referrals related to school enroliment, the EHCYP will review for appropriate action
and/or resolution

s Assist, where needed, in the resolution of disputes regarding the enrollment of homeless
children and youth;

e Heighten awareness of issues relevant to homeless children and youth residing within the
District of Columbia and surrounding areas, where needed;
s Coordinate with Local liaisons the direct services to be provided to homeless children and youth;

e Coordinate the dissemination of WMATA Metrobus student passes and tokens to satisfy
transportation assistance to eligible students to get to and from school;
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e Provide parent training to assist parents to become self sufficient and to assist their children
academically;

® Provide back-to-school supplies on an.ongoing basis for homeless children and youth;
e Develop collaborative initiatives with service providers, organizations, agencies and offices to
support the educational needs of homeless children and youth;

e Provide technical assistance to local schools to local schools, shelters, agencies, agencies,
offices, and organizations related to the educational needs of homeless children and youth;

e Report the required information to the US Department of Education, to assess the impact of
service.

DEFINITIONS

The term “ homeless child and youth” is defined as:

e Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence;

e Children and youth who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing,
economic hardship, or a similar reason;

¢ Children and youth who are residing in hotels, motels, trailer parks, or camping grounds
due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations;

e Children and youth who are living in emergency or transitional shelter (including DC
transitional housing)

e Children and youth who are abandoned in hospitals

e Children and youth who are awaiting foster care placement

e Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is private or is a public
place not designed for, or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for
human beings;

e Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings,
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings;

e Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances
described above; and

e Unaccompanied youth, including youth who are not in the physical custody of a parent
or guardian, and who qualify as homeless because they live in any of the
aforementioned circumstances.

Free and Appropriate Public Education is defined as the educational programs and services that are
provided to the children and youth of the State and that are consistent with State school attendance
laws, must include special populations such as homeless children and youth. Additionally, each State
educational agency , shall assure that each child of a homeless individual, and each homeless youth has
equal access to a free, appropriate public education. If the homeless children and youth meet eligibility
criteria they must be included in programs and services that include but are not limited to:
transportation services, gifted and talented programs, and all Title | services provided. Title | services
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include local educational programs {e.g.,, Educational Services and extended day programs) ,
educational programs for students with disabilities, educational programs for students with limited
English proficiency, programs in vocational education, and school meal programs.

School Age Children: According to the District of Compulsory School Attendance Amendment Act of
1990, all children of compulsory school age are required to attend school or receive an equivalent
education approved by the local educational agency. Compulsory school attendance age is five (5)
years to the eighteenth (18") date of birth of the student. Children ages three (3) and above are eligible
to attend pre-kindergarten programs. However, students identified and or determined to be in need of
special education services are eligible for slightly extended school attendance ages. These students are
eligible to attend school from ages three (3) until their twenty second (22) birth date.

School of Origin is defined as the school that the child/youth attended when permanently housed or the
school in which the child was last enrolled.

Doubled Up is defined as children and youth who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of
housing economic hardship, or a similar reason. Families who are living in doubled up circumstances
voluntarily for purposes of saving money are generally not considered homeless.

Transient/Transitory is defined as in a state of mobility and lacking a fixed, regular and adequate
nighttime residence.

Dispute Resolution Process is the method used to determine a school placement decision that is in the
best interest of the child or youth. This process may be required in cases when parents/guardians or an
unaccompanied youth object to the initial determination made by school personnel regarding school
selection or other school enrollment decision for the homeless child or youth.

Local Lead Liaison is the staff person(s) designated by the administrators of the particular Local
Educational Agency (LEA). Each LEA in the state must as mandated by federal law -designate and submit
the name of the designee to the state for purposes of carrying out the duties assigned to the local lead
(homeless) liaison by the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act upon request or as required.

School Based Liaison is the local school staff member appointed by the principal. This individual is
generally a school counselor, clinician, or school psychologist who serves as the immediate on-site point
of contact for children and families experiencing homelessness or transition.

Awaiting Foster Care is defined as the time period that a child is removed from their home until entry
into a permanent placement, designated by the Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA). If a child is
legally adopted or placed into a permanent residence, then that child is no longer eligible for McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act.

Free and Appropriate Education refers to the educational programs and services that are ordinarily
provided to the non-homeless children and youth of the State. These programs and services are
consistent with State school attendance laws and must offer services to special populations including
but not limited to homeless children and youth. if homeless children and youth are determined eligible
because they have met any of the definitions of homelessness or other similar criteria, then these
students must also be afforded to transportation services, gifted and talented programs as well as
automatic qualification for Title | services and programs. Local educational agency programs,
educational programs and services for students with disabilities, educational programs for students with

'3|pag'ey .




limited English proficiency, vocational education, and school meal programs, are included in the
academic services cadre that must be made available to identified homeless children and youth.
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ASSURANCES

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (Subtitle B-Education for Homeless Children and Youths and Title X
of NCLB), reauthorized in January 2002, ensures educational rights and protections for children and youth
experiencing homelessness. The District of Columbia assures the implementation of the legislation by effectuating
the following:

1) Homeless children and youth, including unaccompanied youth will not be segregated, discriminated against
nor stigmatized.

2) Homeless children and youth, including unaccompanied youths, will be enrolled immediately in school
(even without documentation) and informed of their educational rights.

3) Homeless children and youth, including unaccompanied youth will be provided transportation to the school
of origin, if needed and/or services comparable to that of non-homeless students.

4) Homeless children and youth, including unaccompanied youth will be held to the same assessment
standards used by District of Columbia local educational agencies (LEA) for non-homeless students.

5) Homeless children and youth, including unaccompanied youth automatically qualify for free meals;
therefore, LEAs must ensure that all identified students receive free food services.

6) Each school, by the appointment of the principal- within the District, will designate an appropriate staff
person to serve as a school based homeless liaison. The school based liaison is responsible for exacting
the following:

+ Children and youth in experiencing homeless are correctly identified by school
- personnel;

+ Students immediately enroll in and have full and equal opportunity to succeed in
activities available at the school;

e Parents or guardians are informed of their educational rights by disseminating and
posting Public Rights Notices ;

Initiate dispute resolution processes, in the event one is needed;
e Assist students who do not have immunization or medical records to obtain the
necessary immunization or medical records;

e Collaborate with the Local Education Agency Liaison as well as the State
Coordinator for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth which includes but
is not limited to attending workshops and training;

* Collecting data specific to the academic achievement of identified students and
providing it to the LEA homeless liaison for State data collection purposes.




IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

The District of Columbia Office of the State Superintendent of Education { DC OSSE) —Office of Transitory
Services will ensure that all homeless children and youth will have access to and be enabled to
participate fully in all educational programs for which they are eligible and interested. Additionally, all
identified students will be held to the same high State challenges and standards as that of non-homeless
children and youth, and have educational rights as mandated by the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act.

Coordination of services among relevant agencies and community based programs will be maintained
and/or established to meet the needs of homeless children and youth. The DC OSSE Office of Transitory
Services will continue to ensure, to the extent feasible, that services shall be provided through existing
programs, newly established programs, and other modalities that integrate homeless and non-homeless
individuals. These services will also advocate educational issues on behalf of homeless children and
youth.

The primary responsibilities are to develop and implement the State Plan as required by Title X Part C of
No Child Left Behind and Title VIl McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. This SEA will monitor the
program, oversee funding, providing sub grant opportunities to Local Educational Agencies (LEA), and -
provide technical assistance as well as necessary guidance for the implementation of the plan. The State
Educational Agency will consistently exact, however not be limited to, the following:

e To gather valid, reliable and comprehensive information on the nature and extend of the
problems homeless children and youth face; articulate as an SEA, the progress of the program in
addressing the issues, and to describe the success of McKinney-Vento programs that allow
homeless children and youth to enroll in, attend, and succeed in school;

e To coordinate and collaborate with various service agencies to provide services and activities
that will meet the array of academic needs of homeless children and youth and their families,
when imperative.

e To review and revise policies, procedures and practices that serve as barriers to enrollment and
act adversely to the access of adequate public education for homeless children and youth.

» To provide technical assistance to LEAs, service providers of the homeless and other community
organizations and agencies to ensure compliance with the McKinney-Vento Act; and

* To collect and transmit, upon request from the US Department of Education, a report that fully
captures educational challenges, and assesses the educational needs of homeless children and
youth.

The LEA will implement all aspects of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, various elements of
the State Plan and adhere to requirements set forth in the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
State Sub grant application. State sub granting opportunities for the LEAs will be inaugurated in SYO8-
09. In case of legislation reauthorization or State determined modifications, this plan will remain
effective.
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Budget Narrative
DC OSSE
Office of Transitory Services
Education of Homeless Children and Youth Program
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (MKV)

FY 2009-2010

Award: $218,474.00

Supplies (20) ' $2,000.00
OffICE ..ttt $2,000.00
Professional Development (40) $6,618.00
NAEHCY National Conference.........oooeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeevee cevreeeeeens $1,500.00
Homeless Awareness Educational Package..............cccoevrvvenen. $4,618.00
Parental Involvement/Training.............ccoceevvevvienrereereereereseennnns $ 500.00

Transportation Assistance (40)

Sub grants (50) $208,856.00
LEAS ettt ettt ettt st es s ae e tesats e abeserssenaasane TBD

DCPS

Charter Schools
Equipment (70) $1,000.00

Sub grant allocation breakdown:
75% of 218,474= $208,855.50 State: $9,618.50
50% of 218,474= $109,237.00 State: 109,237.00
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